
Frinton Beach Hut Association
Annual Members Meeting

9  th   May 2026 at The McGrigor Hall, Frinton  

Present: 40 huts were represented by 49 names on the sign-in sheet

Committee members present: Hayley Hill (Chair), Robert Hughes (Membership Secretary and 
Treasurer), Jane Watts (Patrol Co-ordinator), Joy Sanders (Damage Co-ordinator), Sue Webb (Minutes 
Secretary).

1. Welcome and introduction to the committee from Hayley Hill.

2. Re-election of the committee; proposed by Michael Chaplin, hut 100 The Leas and seconded by Paul 
Donovan, hut 642.

3. Apologies for absence received by 32 members.

4. Minutes of last year’s meeting unanimously approved and signed by Hayley Hill.

5. Matters arising from last year’s minutes

a) unchained bins: Hayley reported that chaining of bins was no longer TDC practice

b) cycling on the prom: to be discussed later in the meeting

c) brick BBQs disposal area: no progress, would possibly encourage BBQs which are prohibited

d) gas bottles left in huts: this is known to be common practice although against TDC guidance, insurers 
advise ensuring bottles are turned off and everything is cool before leaving the hut

6. Damage Report to December 2025: Jane Watts explained the patrol system in place with daily 
inspection of all huts in our locality by volunteers. 1100 huts in all, divided into 3 sections. The majority
of issues reported are wear and tear/weather damage/huts not secured. Generally there are more issues 
reported over the summer months and vandalism tends to go in waves. Poorly maintained huts are more 



likely to be vandalised. Jane asked for more volunteers to join the patrol rota, to avoid the need for 
doubling up.

7. Membership Report: Robert Hughes reported that we currently have 812 members, this is down by 11
overall. He is currently in the process of contacting those members who have not increased their annual 
standing order to £20 and updating contact details where appropriate. He reported that AGS security 
services will commence their daily patrol over the summer months, June to September. The company 
provide a weekly report of their activity to the Association.

Robert informed the meeting of a number of queries that had come in from members unable to attend 
and fed back the response from TDC (Jennie Wilkinson and Nina Underwood) who attended our 
committee meeting yesterday:

a) Jill Carpenter 707 High Wall raised the issue of bikes/e-bikes speeding along the prom and 
complained about TDC restricting the number of days of rental to 10 whilst making no effort to keep the
prom safe.

b) Michael Talbot 658 High Wall also raised the issue of illegal cycling being on the increase and verbal
abuse received when intervening. He felt new signage and more enforcement by TDC seafront services 
might be a deterrent.

TDC state they are aware of the issue of cycling and e-bikes and signage is already present; beach front 
patrollers are now only responsible for water safety and will not deal with any other issues.

c) Tracy and David Hannah 69 The Walings enquired about any plans for remedial work at The Walings
and the out of order taps F3 and F4. They also commented that blue bins have been removed from the 
bottom of the steps leading from The Walings to the Greensward.

TDC reported that the taps have now been fixed, but F1 and F2 will now need similar work which 
should take about a week. Nina will investigate the issue of blue bins removed. Remedial work at The 
Walings is in the planning and design stage, with work currently underway at The Leas to replace the 
standings/bearers and the steps down from the greensward. Jennie reported that non-commercial leases 
are currently on hold and that the commercial leases will be finalised and sent out to applicants by the 
end of May. The new hut specifications are also due to sent out to hut owners by the end of May.

Robert informed those present that James Hallam the Insurance Company (others are available via the 
Association website) were unable to attend but had provided some pens, pads and keyrings at the back 
of the hall.

Cherry Hopgood, 40 The Leas enquire as to how many hut owners lived were outside of the district and 
Robert reported that around 70% of Association members live in Tendring.

Mrs. d’Ancey, 39 The Walings enquired about the location of taps F1 and F2; Jane Watts felt they were 
likely to be closest to the first hut in that section.

Patricia Barber, 151, reported that the lights were not working in the thatched toilets near the golf club.



Richard Noel, 103 noted that on sunny days and bank holidays one could predict overflowing bins and 
felt more bins with fewer collections would be beneficial at these times. He suggested that asking 
cyclists to be more considerate rather than “you’re not allowed to cycle here” might achieve a better 
outcome. Hayley responded by saying that the company commissioned to empty the bins will only 
empty a specific number and therefore any additional bins might be unemptied. Bins are emptied daily.

Derek Pinner, 151 The Leas was not impressed that TDC representatives were not present, considering 
the cost of licence and asked this to be taken back to them.

Joan Hunt, 55 The Leas queried the authorisation of composite materials for cladding and huts which 
have added platforms. This is covered in the new specification, which should be received by hut owners 
in the next few weeks. The requirement will be to comply by 31st March 2027.

Leigh Sebba, 150 asked if the committee was against non-commercial leases and felt this might make 
tenure more secure. Hayley responded that the legal advice sought by the association suggested that the 
current licence system which has been in place for many years was more secure.

Michael Chaplin, 100 The Leas said that TDC should make it mandatory for hut owners to clearly 
display their hut number. This would be an enormous help to patrollers checking for damage. Robert 
stated that this is already in the old specification. Having the number on the back as well would also be 
helpful.

8. Treasurer’s Report: Robert Hughes informed us there is currently £28,944 in the account. This will 
allow for the daily patrols by AGS and the upkeep and placement of our rafts which should be in the 
water by end of May.

Ian Thomson, 179 queried whether we had any liability for the rafts; Robert confirmed that we do have 
public liability insurance.

Elaine and John Rowland, 279H proposed and seconded the accounts.

Joy Sanders (damage co-ordinator) thanked patrollers for sending in photos which was helpful when 
reporting back to owners.

Hayley Hill (Chair) asked for volunteers to join the committee, 3 meetings a year.

The meeting ended at 10:45am. All queries will be put forward to TDC Beachfront team and responses 
will be fed back.


